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The first tower, the hotel, takes as a reference 
point something unique in the Arabic world, the 
moucharabie, a kind of wood carving bema. 
This device, which allows one to observe without 
being seen, is generally made from small pieces 
of turned wood assembled according to an 
often-complex geometrical plan, forming a 
closely woven grille. All the buildings rest on a 
horizontally “cut out” base, like the dry cracked 
ground. The rifts allow light to pass through and 
protect visitors from heat. The idea recreates a 
place similar to the traditional Medina, but in 
a contemporary and innovative version. The 3 
residential towers are positioned close together, 
creating a play of perspective from oblique lines, 
solids and voids, just like superimposed stones.

Location: Tangier, Morocco  Designers: LABSCAPE 
Architecture  Photographer: LABSCAPE Architecture  
Competit ion date:  2007  Completion date:  2014  
Competition name: International Completetion of 
Medina Towers  Construction area: 117,000 sqm  Place in 
the Competition: first Prize

Hotel (5 stars): 300 Rooms  Convention center  Spa  
Swimming pools  Bars  Restaurants  Club  Casino Parking  

General Services  200 Luxury Apartments from 2 to 5 
bedrooms  Offices  Green roofs  Commercial centre  

Retails shop  Green areas

Functional area

Awarded reason:
The initial idea is typical of Moroccan culture 
and based on 4 basic elements in the Moroccan 
landscape.

Medina Towers Functional area
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